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The cool, cloudy and rainy temperatures this spring delayed wheat devel-
opment across much of Kentucky. The wet weather recently has many 
thinking about adding a harvest aid to their fields. Although much of the 
wheat is likely back to a ‘normal’ development stage due to recent record
-breaking high temperatures, many producers may already be considering 
harvest aids in wheat. 

Harvest aids remove weeds that complicate harvest and potentially stain 
wheat grains. Harvest aids should not be used to help a crop dry down 
faster.  

Several products are labeled as harvest aids. A subset of those products is 
listed in Table 1. They are labeled for the “hard dough stage” (actually 
hard kernel stage or Feekes 11.3) when seeds are at 30% moisture or less. 
This stage is physiological maturity when the seed development is com-
plete. Applying the harvest before physiological maturity often reduces 
yield and test weight, especially in soft red winter wheat. Earlier applica-
tion of glyphosate has less effect on yield of spring wheats grown in Cana-
da and North Dakota. Some growers may be reading articles that promote 
earlier timings of application and those early timings apply to the spring 
wheats, not to soft red winter wheat grown in this region.  
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Most products labeled for harvest aid have harvest intervals of either 7 or 14 days. This means that once the 
product is applied, the crop cannot be harvested until at least 7 or 14 days after the product is applied. Some 
products have restrictions on feeding straw to livestock while others allow feeding straw to livestock. Some 
products do not allow applications on fields being grown for seed production. 

If you are considering a harvest aid application in wheat, read the label of the products being considered. 
Follow the label. Again, the harvest aid application is best suited to removing problematic weeds. Applying a 
harvest aid to speed up drydown will likely reduce yield and test weight.   

There are numerous products containing glyphosate. Read the label of that product for specific directions on 
harvest aids. The ones we found all had the same growth stage for application (less than 30% grain mois-
ture). Those labels had variances in grazing restrictions and the use rates differed.  
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Kentucky Wheat Yield Contest forms available online 

Dr. Chad Lee, Grains Crop Specialist  
 

The Kentucky Wheat Yield Contest forms are available online. Eligible entries included a harvested area of at 

least 3 acres in Kentucky. Entries should be completed and submitted within seven days of harvest. The final 

deadline for all entries is July 28, 2021. They can be mailed to Chad Lee, 423 Plant Science Bldg., Lexington, 

KY 40546-0312. Be sure to include the final four digits on the zip code for the mail to make it to my office.  

Visit https://graincrops.ca.uky.edu/files/2021wheatyieldcontestrules.pdf 

KATS will hold Spray Clinic July 15 

The Kentucky Agriculture Training School will hold a Spray Clinic on July 15, 2021.  Topics will include fungi-

cide application technology, nozzle selection for herbicides, pulse wide modulation, weather conditions dur-

ing spray applications, herbicide tank mixing and adjuvants, and economics of sprayer sizing.   

The training will run from 8:30 am to 12:30 pm, with lunch following. Registration is open at https://

katssprayclinic21.eventbrite.com and will close at 11:59 on July 13.  The cost is $75.  If you have questions 

please contact Lori Rogers lori.rogers@uky.edu. 270-365-7541 ext 21317  

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgraincrops.ca.uky.edu%2Ffiles%2F2021wheatyieldcontestrules.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Cjtr224%40uky.edu%7Cc6edddb76c6142e825e108d930d871bf%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C637594528451051827
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkatssprayclinic21.eventbrite.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cjtr224%40uky.edu%7Cf9976af95c7942b6b3ce08d930f84811%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C637594665177724042%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8ey
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkatssprayclinic21.eventbrite.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cjtr224%40uky.edu%7Cf9976af95c7942b6b3ce08d930f84811%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C637594665177724042%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8ey
mailto:lori.rogers@uky.edu
http://wheatscience.ca.uky.edu/home
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